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ACTION, ADVENTURE 
& MYSTERY 

  
McNab, Andy 

Boy Soldier  
Packed with breathtaking action, 

SAS procedures, surveillance and 
survival techniques, this is a fast  

moving, action-packed thriller for 
teenagers. 

  

 
Ryan, Chris 

Outbreak  
ôCode Red 
Adventures õ series 
Benõs father has been hired 
to examine the valuable  
mineral Coltan that's being mined in a village in 
the Democratic repub lic of Congo. But when he 
falls ill, it's up to Ben and his new friend from 
the village, Halima, to try and tell the 
government about the sickness that is 
spreading through the village.  Will they be 
able to prevent disaster?  
 

Higson, Charllie  

 Hurricane Gold  
ôYoung Bondõ series 
The latest book in the s py/adventure 
stories featuring a young James Bond, 
which started  with Silverfin.  

 
 

Marks, Graham 

*Omega Place 
Action packed,  
nail-biting teen drama, from 
author of Tokyo. A young man 
runs away from home and into 
the arms of a radical organisation 
intent on upsetting the country -wide 
surveillance system that watches o ur every 
move. 

 
 
 
* indicates that titles are more suitable for Year 9.  

 
 

Muchamore, Robert  

The General  
ôCherubõ series 
CHERUB agents have one crucial 
advantage: adults never suspect that kids 
are spying on them. For official purposes, 
these children do  not exist. T he tenth title 
in the number one bestselling CHERUB 
series. 

 
Horowitz, Anthony                   

Necropolis  
ôThe Power of Fiveõ series 
The latest book in the s upernatural 
mystery series by the author of the  
ôAlex Riderõ books. 
 

Craig, Joe  

Blackout  
ôJimmy Coatesõ series 
 Starting with Killer , this is the 
seventh action-packed adventure for 
Jimmy Coates - part boy , part 
weapon, totally deadlyé   

 
Walden, Mark  

H.I.V.E.  
H.I.V.E. (Higher Institute of 
Villainous Education) is a top -secret 
school of applied villainy where 
children with a precocious gift for 
wrongdoing are sent to develop their 
talents into criminal masterminds!   

 
ANIMAL/ADVENTURE 
 
Burgess, Melvin  

The Cry of the Wolf  
The Hunter is driven by a savage 
ambition: to wipe out the last Engl ish 
wolves. But he has never before had prey 
like Greycub. A wolf that knows human 
needs and weaknesses. A wolf that is 
determined to survive.  
 
Morpurgo, Michael  

Born to Run  
The bittersweet tale of a champion 
greyhound's journey through life -- and 
from owner to owne r.  



DRAMA 
 

 
Blackman, Malorie  

Pig Heart Boy  
Cameron is thirteen and in need of a 
heart transplant when a pioneering 
doctor approaches his family.  He 
can give Cameron a new heart - but                             
from a pig.   

*Noughts and Cr osses 
ôNoughts and Crossesõ 
series  
Two young people are forced to 
make a stand in this thought -
provoking look at racism and 
prejudice in an alternate society.  
In this gripping, stimulating and 
totally absorbing novel, black and 
white are right and wrong.  4 in series. 
 

Swindells, Robert  

*Stone Cold 
A tense, exciting thriller. 
17-year-old Link is 
distrustful of people until he 
pairs up with Deb, homeless 
like him. But what Deb doesn't 
tell him is that she's an 
ambitious young journalist on an 
assignment to t rack down the killer who is 
preying on the young and homeless. 
  
            Kennen, Ally  

*Beast 
In the depths of a reservoir lives a 
monstrous creature. Its existence is 
unknown to anyone except the 
teenage boy who feeds it. Six years 
ago it was a vicious little baby. Now 
it has grown huge, and its rusting 
cage can't hold it much longer...  
 

 
Boyce, Frank 
Cottrell  

Millions  
Winner of the 2005 Carnegie 
Medal 

 
 

 
Cosmic  

Long-legged Liam makes a giant 
leap for boy -kind by competing 
with a group of adults for  the 
chance to go into space. Is Liam 
the best boy for the job?  

 

Bowler, Tim   

*Blade: Playing Dead  
ôBladeõ series 
The first title in a new series. Blade 
takes you on a roller -coaster ride 
through the  secret, dangerous life of its 
unforgettable narrator.    

 
McPhail, Catherine  

Underworld  
 A school trip goes disastrously 
wrong when a visit to local caves 
turns into something far more 
sinister.  
 

 
Zephaniah, Benjamin  

Refugee Boy 
Alem is on holiday with his father 
for a few days in London. He has 
never been out of Ethiopia before 
and is very excited. They have a 
great few days together until one 
morning when Alem wakes up to find 
that his father has left him.  

 
Rose, Malcolm 

Kiss of Death  
This is a chilling mystery 
reaching from the present into 
the plague-ridden past. Kim and 
Wes leave the plague-village of 
Eyam with more than they 
bargained for, and a stolen artifact 
wreaks revenge. 

 
Breslin, Theresa  

The Nostradamus Prophecy  
A rich dramatic adventure set in 16th 
century France ð a time of assassination, 
poison, seers, and the sword.  

 
* indicates that titles are more suitable for 

Year 9 



IN TIME OF WAR 
 
Gleitzman, Morris  

Once  
This is the story of Felix set in Poland 
in 1942 and his adventures to stay 
alive. Once he manages to escape 
from an orphanage. Once he saves a 
girl from a burning house.  Once he 
made a Nazi with toothache laugh. A 
tale of the Holocaust through the eyes 

of a boy not aware of the true horror.  

 

Morpurgo, Michael  

Private Peaceful  
Tragic, surprising and engaging, this  
novel charts the childh ood of Thomas 
Peaceful in the early part  of the 
century and his eventual  underage 
enlistment in the British  Army to fight 

in the First World  War. 
 

Elliot, L.M.  

Under a War -Torn sky  
A searingly emotional and action -
packed account of a WWII pilot's 
struggle to make it home through 
enemy territory.     
 

Frank, Anne  

*The Diary of Anne 
Frank  
In Amsterdam, in 1942, the Nazis 
forced teenager Anne Frank and 
her family into hiding. For over 
two years they lived in a secret 
annex. All that time, Anne kept a 
diary.  
 
 
Dickinson , Peter  

AK 
Paul Kagomi's most precious 
possession is his AK - his gun. He 
is a warrior, a boy soldier, 
trained for a terrible war in the 
African bush.  

  
 

PLANET IN PERIL 
  
Wooding, Chris  

Storm Thief  
Orakos is a dark and dangerous mid-
ocean cit y where anything can happen 
and no one can leave. Cinematic sci -fi 
thriller.  
 

Marks, Graham 

Kai -ro   

 In the year 2499, a strange new  city has 
risen, dotted with half -built pyramids 
and ruled over by a dark army. Beneath 
it all, forgotten statues of ancien t gods 
lie waiting to wreak their power on an 
unsuspecting world. 
 
Reeve, Philip  

Fever Crumb  

ôMortal Enginesõ series 
A prequel to the  action-packed 
series of the breathtaking  
adventures that began with 
"Mortal Engines", where moving 
cities chug across the globe and 
feed off each other.   Carnegie 
shortlist 2010.  
 

Patterson, James  

Saving the World and other 
Extreme Sports   

ôMaximum Rideõ series 
The last chance for six genetically 
engineered kids, 98% human, and 2% 
bird to blow apart an experiment to 

breed a master race. A real thrill ride . 
  

Burgess, Melvin  

*Bloodsong 

Set in a future, ruined Britain.  Sigurd is the 
chosen one, who must fight a dr agon 
who lives on a futuristic, moonscape 
that was once Hampstead Heath, and 
from there descend into the Underworl d.   
A staggeringly brutal fight follows on an 

epic scale. As with Bloodtide  this book 

is very strong meat .  
 
 

* indicates that titles are more suitable for Year 9  



FANTASY  

 

Riordan, Rick  

Percy Jackson and the Lightning 
Thief  ôPercy Jacksonõ series 
Percy is a half-blood - the son of a Greek 
God. He spends his time fighting with 

swords, battling monsters, and generally trying 
to stay alive. This is the one where Zeus, God 
of the Sky, thinks heõs stolen his lightning bolt - 
and making Zeus angry is a very bad 
idea.  5 in series so far.  
 

Colfer, Eoin  

Artemis Fowl  and the 
Time Paradox  
Latest in the ôArtemis Fowlõ series. 
Teenage criminal mastermind 
Artemis Fowl has a new mission - 
and this time it's personal. 
Artemis' mother is dangerously ill, 
and the only way  to find a cure is 
for Artemis to  go back in time to 
battle his younger, more evil self.  
 

Paolini, Christopher  

*Eragon/Eldest/ Brisinger  
When Eragon finds a polished stone in 
the forest and the stone becomes a 
dragon hatchling, Eragon soon realizes 
he has stumbled upon a legacy nearly 
as old as the Empire itself. The 
ôInheritanceõ trilogy take s the reader on 

an imaginative journey  through several 
breathtaking and  dramatic sequences of high 
fantasy,  featuring a  host of likable and 
interesting characters.  
 

Nicholson, William  

*Jango 
ôNoble Warriorsõ series 
The brilliant and compelling epic 
climax of "The Noble Warriors" 
trilogy.  Seeker, Wildman and 
Morning Star are about to discover 
the secret behind the Nomana, the legendary  
warriors whose age is now over. 
Nix, Garth  

ôMr. Mondayõ and 

ôThe Keys to the Kingdomõ series 
New magical adventure series by the author of 
ôSabrielõ 

 
Paver, Michelle  

Wolf Brother  
Six thousand years ago life was hard for 
humans. When a demon in the form  of 
a ferocious bear kills his father , 12 
year old Torak is given the impossible 
task of defeating the  demonic 
creature and killer of men.   First in ôThe 
Chronicles of Ancient Darknessõ series. 

 
Landy, Derek  

Skulduggery Pleasant  (series)  
When Stephanieõs Uncle Gordon dies and 
leaves her his estate, Stephanie learns 
that while he may have written horror, it 
certainly wasn't fiction. Pursued by evil 
forces, Stephanie finds help from the 
wisecracking skeleton of a dead wizard. 
When all hell breaks loose, it's lucky for 
Skulduggery that he's already dead.  
 

Shan, Darren  

Slawter  
The Demonata series  Bk 3 
Nightmares haunt the dreams of Dervish 
Grady. He tries to continue a normal 
demon-free existence but then a cult 
director calls in Dervish as consultant for 
a new horror movie and then the fun begi ns!   

 
McNish, Cliff   

The ôDoomspellõ series 
In a blaze of light, rush of wind, and 
scrabble of claws, Rachel and her younger 
brother are ripped through the wall and 
hurtled on to another world . But Rachel 
discovers that she has extraordinary 
powers and this time the Witch has met 

her match .  

 
Gaiman, Neil  

Coraline  
When a young girl ventures through a 
hidden door, she finds another life with 
shocking similarities to her own. a 
nightmare-ish mystery begins that takes 
Coraline into the arms of counterfeit 
parents and a life that isn't quite right.  
 

* indicates that titles are more suitable for Year 9 

 
 



 
 
Voake, Steve  

The Web of Fire  
Action-packed sequel to ôThe  
Dreamwalkerõs Childõ, featuring 
good versus evil, wisdom versus 
greed; bursting with danger and  
ferocious insects. 

  

 
Robson, Mark 

Imperial Spy  
ôImperialõ series 
Engaging and fast-moving spy 
thriller s set in a medieval -style 
fantasy world.  3 in series. 
 
Stroud, Jonathan  

The ôBartimaeusõ Trilogy  
When the 5,000-year-old djinni Bartimaeus is 
summoned by Nathaniel, a young 
magician's apprentice, he does 
not expect to do much more 
than a little levitation or a few 
simple illusions.  But before 
long, both djinni and apprentice 
are caught up in a terrifying 
flood of magical intrigue, murder 
and rebellion.  
  

 
Meyer, Stephanie  

Twilight series  
Isabella Swan moves to Forks a dull town, 
where she is drawn to the mysterious Edward 
Cullen and his strange family. A hugely popular 
series which has evoked the Vampire revival 
trend.  
 

  

 
 
 
 
 

 
Canavan, Trudi  

The Magiciansõ Guild                 
An untrained magician is on the loose; 
the worst fears  of the Magicians of 
Imardin have been realised. The first 
book inõ The Black Magicianõ trilogy. 
  
Hill, Stuart  

The Cry of the  
Icemark  
ôChronicles of Icemarkõ series 
After her fatherõs death, Thirrin becomes 
Queen of the Icemark and is determined 
to defend her tiny kingdom  from a 
monstrous invasion. In the course of 
rallying her country, she attracts some 
extraordinary allies -vampires, wolf -
folk, snow leopards, and her frie nd, Oskan. 
 

Delaney, Joseph  

The Spookõs Apprentice 
ôThe Wardstone 
Chroniclesõ 
Thomas Ward is the seventh son of a 
seventh son and has been apprenticed 
to the local Spook. Somehow Thomas 
must learn how to exorcise ghosts, 
contain witches and bind boggarts.  But 
when he is tricked into freeing Mother Malkin, 
the most evil witch in the County, the horror 
begins. 
 

SPORT 
Childs, Rob 

The Big Football 
Collection/Soccer Mad 
Collectio n 
A collection of three football stories, 
"The Big Game", "The Big Match" and 
"The Big Prize", about  two football -mad 
brothers.  

 
Cattell, Bob  

Glory in the Cup  
 ôGlory Gardensõ series 
Hooker soon finds out that cricket teams  
weren't built in a day So will Glory 
Gardens go all out for victory ...or will 
they be out for a duck ? 


